There is an interesting introduction by M. A. B. Brazier on the work of Caton and Beck who independently discovered steady potentials in the brain. The excerpts selected and translated from Beck's thesis make informative reading. The reports of recent work deal with correlations between steady potentials and chemical environment (McIlwain, Leao, Grafstein), steady potentials and behavior (Morrell, Rowland, Caspers), steady potentials and seizure activity (Goldring, Bates). Slow impedances changes in relation to behavior are also included (Adey).
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The discussions in accord with the prevailing custom are often short presentations of the discussant's recent experiments. The interruptions to the various presentations are often points well taken, and are not marred by the wool gathering to which this form of symposium is particularly susceptible. In fine, this symposium is a useful collection of recent research in the area of steady potentials in the brain, an area which is not well represented by recent reviews or by similar symposia. Every physician must be prepared to meet the emergency of acute intoxication. The large number of drugs and chemicals makes the task of knowing the signs, symptoms, and treatment of each toxin almost impossible. A number of books have been published to serve as convenient, rapid references for the physician; the subject of this review is another addition to this field. It has five chapters dealing with the various aspects of poisoning with which the physician may have to deal. The first chapter covers first aid and general suggestions for treatment of emergencies. The second chapter suggests various drugs for the treatment of specific signs and symptoms encountered in acute intoxication. These include therapeutic measures to induce central nervous system stimulation, to increase blood pressure, and to effect diuresis of acid or alkaline urine. The next chapter covers supportive treatment of toxic effects on the respiratory, circulatory, nervous, and other systems, including respiratory embarrassment, circulatory failure, and convulsions.
An alphabetical list of drugs and chemicals with the signs and symptoms of intoxication and the treatment thereof is the main section of the book. Approximately 1,000 drugs and chemicals are included with a very brief discussion of each. The last chapter includes a series of tables covering various subjects, mainly the dosages of drugs necessary to produce intoxication in animals and in man. These tables are of little use in acute emergencies. The index, so important in a volume of this nature, is complete and adequate. The majority of the emergency intoxications the physician is likely to encounter are covered sufficiently. The brevity of descriptions contributes to the usefulness of the book by giving the physician only the information he needs. However, it is deficient in its coverage of many products found in the home and likely to be swallowed by children. One can find a more complete book for the same price.
